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Abstract
Neonate is defined as a new born child, especially a child less than a month old. This word is said to have been first used
in 1932. The importance of perinatal pathology is attested to by a recent report from a group working in Iraq, Chile, and
Canada. Therefore, this paper documents the research on dead neonates of the Igbo Ethnic Group in South-Eastern Nigeria.
All were males surprisingly.
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Introduction
The Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary defines “Neonate” as “a new born child especially a child less than one
moth old” [1]. Moreover, it added that this word first came into use in 1932. Now, perinatal or neonatal postmortem is
of such importance that researchers based in Iraq, Chile, and Canada combined to publish a paper on it [2]. Apparently,
all their cases died at home. Therefore, the present paper documents similarly dead neonates which were autopsied.
Some of their organs were sent to a Regional Pathology Laboratory at Enugu, the erstwhile Capital City of Eastern
Nigeria. The patients were all of the Igbo ethnic group [3].

Co-author’s Case Report
A Para O woman attended Dr. Deidre Twomey’s Clinic at the Mater Hospital, Afikpo, throughout pregnancy. Labor
lasted 18 hours with gradual descent of the head. No fetal distress was noted. Spontaneous vaginal delivery was
conducted by the co-author. However, the infant was born covered with meconium. No heart beat was heard. Cardiac
massage as well as oxygen was commenced in addition to endotracheal intubation to no avail. The fresh still birth was
autopsied. Thereafter, the positive microscopical results were obtained by the co-author (WO) thus:
The abnormality seen is the presence of numerous keratinous squames in the alveoli. Accordingly, the picture is that
of asphyxia from inhalation of meconium as a result of intrauterine hypoxia.

Other Autopsy Findings
Atelectasis - 2 cases
Congenital heart disease - 1 case
Occipital malformation - 1 case
Extramedullary hemopoiesis in liver - 1 case

Discussion
From Italy [4], a group at the University of Milan confessed thus: “The data and arguments presented herein provide a
brief survey tending to open, rather than conclude, a far-reaching subject and to motivate medicolegal specialists and
pathologists to perform more in-depth study”.
On their part, the researchers in Turkey evaluated forensic perinatal and neonatal autopsies in Istanbul [5]. They
concluded that “Data obtained in autopsies and postmortem examinations will make great contributions to the
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prevention of these deaths”.
An esoteric approach was published in the Journal of Perinatology with reference to advancing the role of postmortem
MRI in the neonatal intensive care unit [6]. Indeed, they concluded that such “studies may provide an important
adjunct to conventional autopsy and a substitute when the latter is not possible for personal or religious reasons”.
On the local plane, was it fortuitous that all the neonatal cases have been males? Perhaps, this is compatible with the
local custom of the Igbos! Thus, according to the anthropological book on this ethnic group [3], it was said of them
thus:
A woman desirous of bearing a child resorts to “Omumu” and, with sacrifices, beseeches the goddess to grant her
the favour. Should the prayer be answered, appropriate thanksgivings are brought; for a boy, a cock; for a girl, a hen.
It is to be noted that the disparity of the animal gift is in terms of their respective costs in the local markets! Perhaps,
this is not merely old fashioned. Thus, the traditional preference for bearing sons was not long ago spotlighted by
a local gynaecologist, Dr. Dozie Ikedife [7], with reference to the custom a “nrachi” whereby a woman remains
unmarried so as to beget a son for the family! Incidentally, I linked this up with a fatal disease known as “gestosis”. I
also added a hypothesis on its curtailment [8].
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